and Dhir, 1970; Yousuf and Qadri, 1985; Balkhi et al. 1987) . The peak populations have been recorded at different times of the years in different waters bodies. Despite of all this, the available literature revealed that the information on the phytoplankton of Bishleri stream are lacking. Threfore, the present study is an endeavour to elucidate the qualitative abundance of phytoplankton of Bishleri stream.
The present study was carried on Bishleri stream by dividing the stream into different stations. Zooplankton collection was made by filtering 100 litres of water through plankton net of bolting silk No 25 (0.06 mm mesh size) for a period of two years. It was preserved in 5% formalin and the identification was done with the guide lines given by Needham and Needham (1962) , Pennak(1978) , Battish (1992) and APHA (1995).
Sixteen genera of zooplankton were recorded from different sampling stations of the stream. They belonged to four groups viz. 4 to Protozoa, 8 to Rotifera, 2 each to Cladocera and Copepoda. The rotifera were represented by Brachionus, Colurella, Euchlanis, Keratella, Lepadella, Monostyla, Notholca, and Trichocera; protozoa by Arcella, Centropyxis, Difflugia and Glucoma; copepoda by Cyclops and Naupilus and cladocera by Alona and Chydorus. The Difflugia and Centropyxis are the genera which were encountered commonly at all the sampling stations. The maximum zooplankton population was recorded during the month of December and the minimum in the month of August during both the years of study. Among zooplankton, the rotifers dominated all the groups. Protozoans stood 2 nd in abundance, where as cladocerans and copepoda were poorly encountered in all the samples. The overall low density of zooplankton was probably due to occasional floods and fast current of the stream water. These observations are in agreement with those of Srivastava et al. (1990) , who reported the low density of zooplankton in mid stream of river Ganga due to fast currents and floods. Raina et al. (1982) also found that zooplankton remains numerically low in Jehlum river.
Zooplankton standing crop in most of the North Indian waters, especially those of Kashmir, shows a cyclical pattern in its seasonal fluctuations with two or more peaks ( Vasist and Dhir1970 and Balkhi, 1987) . The inter-specific competition provides continuous seasonal succession of the planktonic community. The peak zooplankton population during the month of December, recorded by the present author, may be associated with the slight decline of phytoplankton during this period,, which may probably be due to the grazing effect of zooplankton over phytoplankton. When the zooplankton exhibited slight decline in its abundance, the phytoplankton maintained increasing trend. This finding gets support from the work of Radheyshyam et al. (1985) .
